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n In this Edition:

quote of the weekQ
“All around the world Hispanic artists 
are recognized in art and literature. 
Hispanic cinema deserves the same 
amount of cultural recognition as other 
art forms.” 

– Fabiola Villarreal
Cultural education coordinator at 

Prepa Tec Garza Laguera campus in 
Monterrey, Mexico. 

By Janeth García
tú Decides
Seattle Correspondent

Washington’s Asian commu-
nity celebrated the arrival of 
the New Year February 9 at 

Union Station in Seattle with beautiful, 
high-quality cultural demonstrations. 
Martial arts exhibitions, Japanese and 
Korean dances and Chinese and Phil-
ippine drums gave way to the festivi-
ties signaling the arrival of the year of 
the Rat; a year that promises prosperity 
and abundance, but also economic fluc-
tuations. 

The Chinese New Year is celebrated on 
the second moon after December and, 
in contrast to the solar-based western 
calendar, lasts from 353 to 355 days. Its 

Traditions of a Thousand 
Year-Old Culture

Chinese New Year 
in Seattle

Dancers welcome in Year of the Rat in celebration of the Chinese New Year. AP Photo by Sang Tan.

Beyoncé performs at the Grammys. AP Photo 
by Kevork Djansezian.
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Alejandro Sanz, Juan Luis Guerra 
and Calle 13 on Sunday won 
Grammies for best Latin pop 

album, best tropical album and best 
Latin urban album, respectively, for “El 
tren de los momentos”, “La llave de mi 
corazón” and “Residente o Visitante.” 

Similarly, Black Guayaba won best 
Latin rock album with “No hay espacio”, 
Pepe Aguilar won a Grammy for the 
album Mexican / Mexican-American 
“100% mexicano” and Little Joe & La 
Familia won in the category of Tejano 
album with “ Before The Next Teardrop 
Falls.” 

Sanz, Guerra, Calle 13 earned Grammy Awards
By  E.J. T Damara
Los Angeles (AP)

Plaza Bank
Businesses can now deposit checks without  

leaving the office
By Janeth García
tú Decides
Seattle Correspondent

For their part, Los Tigres del Norte 
again won a Grammy Award for best 
Norteno album with “Detalles y emo-
ciones”, and El Chapo took the prize for 
best Banda album “Te va a gustar”. 

The announcement came in a non-tele-
vised ceremony where they distributed 
the majority of the 110 awards, which 
took place just before the live broad-
cast from show the Staples Center in Los 
Angeles through CBS. 

The Colombian Juanes, winner of 12 
Latin Grammy, was the sole Latin Amer-
ican presenter in Grammy ceremony, in 
its 50th edition, alongside stars such as 
Natalie Cole, Cyndi Lauper, Bette Midler 
and Bonnie Raitt. 

It is now possible to deposit a check 
without having to go the local bank 
branch. By simply taking a digital 

image of the document you will have 
access to your funds at Plaza Bank.

This new service called Scanner 
Express is a technology that saves time, 
eases payments, and allows corporate 
clients to securely transfer money.

The service is available since the end > Plaza Bank page 19
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of 2007 at Plaza Bank (a bank catering 
to the Hispanic community) and will 
give the bank a presence in any part of 
the state or the nation.

Jennifer Daquiz, Vice president of 
the bank, says the that this technology 
is very simple requiring the client only 
have a computer, internet access, and an 
USB port to connect the scanner.

The user scans the check. A digital 
image that is certified via the internet 
is processed and sent. When the bank 
accepts the transaction, the time, date, 

and place of the deposit is recorded.
The system has the ability to main-

tain a record of an image for up to 45 
days and the user can customize the 
service according to personal needs. 
For example, a user that owns a store 
can have the person in charge of depos-
its scan checks at any time but not have 
the ability to see personal information 
such as account information or make 
transactions.

Scanner Express also makes it possible 

Arts & Culture: 
Wesley Dyring, 
a musician who 
makes folk  
music part of  
his soul 
> 16

Traditions: Hispanic Cinema gives 
new options for Valentine’s Day > 18

Entertainment:  Choices today decide 
your tomorrows: Who is helping you 

make your choices?   > 13

Elections: The Hispanic vote has 
been a determinant in selecting the 

presidential nominees  > 14
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Wisdom for your decisions

Dan and Candie Bruchman

Professional service you can trust…

www.TriCitiesRealty.net
cbruchman@windermere.com
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origin dates back to the year 2600 B.C., 
when Emperor Huang Ti presented the 
first zodiac cycle. According to legend, 
before ascending from Earth, Buda 
gathered all the animals around him, 
but only twelve arrived. As a reward, he 
named each year after the animals, in 
the order they arrived. 

For every culture, finding a calendar 
that correctly predicted the seasons was 
fundamental for agriculture, so people 
devised a way to observe the movement 
of the heavens. The Chinese created 
a calendar so precise that it accumu-
lated an error of only 52 seconds a year, 
while the western calendar was off by 
15 minutes a year until the Gregorian 
Reform. 

WHAT’S PAST IS PAST
The celebration of Chinese New Year 
is not limited to one day. Fifteen days 
before, families and friends gather to 
pray, eat, visit temples and thoroughly 
clean their homes in order to attract 
good energy. 

On New Year ’s Eve there is a special 
dinner and the next morning married 
couples give children and singles Hong 
Bao (red package), “lucky money” in red 
envelopes. Afterwards, families go door 
to door greeting friends and neighbors. 
As the western saying goes, “what’s past 
is past,” rancor is swept aside for the 
start of the New Year. 

According to Chinese custom, the 
animal representing the year when a 

person is born has a profound influence 
on their personality. “This is the animal 
that hides in your heart,” goes a popular 
saying. This is the year of the Rat; a 
curious, intelligent, prosperous animal. 
Happy New Year. H

for businesses with several branches to 
maintain one balance recording which 
branch made each deposit. 

So then an owner of various stores 
can easily view the amounts of deposits 
from each store. 

According to Jennifer Daquiz, the 
system is secure because only autho-
rized personnel can log in 
with a user ID and a pass-
word that is verified every 
thirty seconds. If someone 
tries an unauthorized login 
or tries to access an unau-
thorized site the system 
automatically sends out a 
warning.

Scanner Express is intended for cor-
porate clients, and Plaza Bank will 
research to verify that this technology 
will benefit a business. The quantity of 
checks a client processes is the most 
important consideration to justify his 
service. H

The door to Chinatown in Seattle: After 50 years, 
the Asian community fi nally raised the entrance 
door to the neighborhood, symbolizing good 
look and the presence of this community in 
North America.  Photo by Janeth García.

Chinese imperial drums, a group of perfectly 
coordinated youngsters amazes the crowd.  
Photo by Janeth García.

-SIN PASAR HAMBRE
-100% NATURAL
-GARANTIZADO

-26 AÑOS DE EXPERIENCIA
-RESULTADOS INMEDIATOS

HAGA SU CITA HOY:
SRA. ROSALINDA MELGOZA

(509) 987-0178

PIERDA PESO

MOLLY MAIDS OF REDMOND

 Se solicitan limpiadores de casa en Redmond, 
WA. Tiempo completo 7:45am-5pm. 

Trabajo de dia, no noches ni fin de semana.
Con Beneficios. 

Para mas información llame al (425) 284-1485.

www.postnet.com
Bring this classified in for $.39 color copies.

Traiga este clasificado para recibir 
copias a color por $.39

509-545-1807 Fax: 509-545-4404
5025 Road 68, Suite G- Pasco,WA 99301

BOLETOS DE AVIÓN SUPER 
OFERTA DE REBAJAS

Para más información comuniquese al tel:
206-783-6664

se habla Español
Enlance Latino

tú Decides.  You decide.
CLASSIFIEDS/CLASIFICADOS 

Help Wanted Se Busca Ayuda For Sale De Venta

Services Servicios

You decide.
PLACE YOUR 

CLASSIFIED HERE CALL: 
509-591-0495

tú Decides.

$10 a week up to 25 words
$15 with picture

Can be translated to Spanish. 

Help Wanted 

Gran Oportunidad
Vendo panaderia o el equipo completo. 

Porfavor llamar al (509) 865-4136 
o al (509) 834-0538

ORIGINAL CLASSIC
1967 Plymouth 383 Comando V8

VIP with 67,750 miles. 
$20,000 or better offer. 
Call (509) 851-1552.

Work From Home  
HERBALIFE

 Independent Distributor
(509)895-1186 (509)438-0899

www.EarnIncomeNow.com/tusalud 
www.PuraGanancia.com/tusalud

HOMEWORK HELP/TUTORING 
FOR YOUR CHILD. 

Free service provided by K-12 
Paraeducator. Donations accepted. 

Contact Kim (509) 851-4633. 

¿NECESITA SU NIÑO/A AYUDA 
CON LA TAREA ESCOLAR? 
Servicio de tutoria. Provisto por 
K-12 Paraeducator. Se aceptán 

donaciones. 
Contacte a Kim (509) 851-4633. 

For Rent Se Renta

Se Renta Casa en Puyallup, WA
3 recámara, sala, cocina, comedor, lugar 
para 2 coches. $1,000. Para mas información 
llame al (253) 770-4683 o al (253) 414-2399.

House for Rent in Puyallup, WA
3 bedroom, living room, kitchen, dining room, 
space for 2 cars. $1,000. For more informa-
tion call (253) 770-4683 or (253) 414-2399.

The Scanner Express. 

Jennifer Daquiz, 
Vice President of Plaza Bank, 

and Rosario Arias, 
Vice President of 

Community Relations. 

Photos by Janeth García.




